Details of emails received in response to the Chatter article that mentioned the maintenance of the bridlepath to Stanford

Received 02 June, signed by one resident:

Dear Charney Chatter

| would love for all of the stinging nettles to be timmed back as soon and as often as possible so myself & my children can enjoy walking and cycling without worrying about getting stung.

Kind regards

Received 06 June, signed by one resident:

Just been out for my morming dog walk ajong the Stanford Bndieway and got very wet having to push through all the over grown grass, stinging netties and thisties. This has now gone from what was a pleasurable walk
a lew weeks 390, 10 what could for some people be & dangerous assaull cowrse

This needs to be addressed ASAP as a safety issue It 55 impossible o get through with a pushchair or a wheel chair, very difficult on a bicycle or if you are a small child | think a horse and nder would even find it
difficult simce some of the overhanging bushes on both sides join together at about 6-7 feet above the ground

Thes is a bridleway NOT a footpath and as such should be al leat 6 feal wide throughout
This bridieway needs clearing NOW!
I'm willing to help If required

Regards



Received 07 June, signed by two residents:

Dear Council

With regard to the maintenance of the bridle path, there is a legal requirement to maintain a footpath to a minimum width as stated in default widths of the Highways Act 1980.

The path is used by walkers, cyclists and horse riders on a regular basis and it is becoming very dangerous due to its narrowness and over grown vegetation.

We have witnessed people tripping over and rolling ankles etc.

Ultimately OCC must continue to clear the path twice yearly. We all pay a substantial council tax fee, so surely this must be included. If the Charney Army are prepared to help maintain its safety, that is of great added benefit.
We are all encouraged to walk, run, cycle etc for our mental and physical wellbeing so a safe countryside path provides that stimulation.

In relation to biodiversity, not a problem. There is plenty of room at the sides of the path to allow for nettles, weeds, plants etc to enable butterflies, insects and wildlife to thrive.

The footpaths throughout our countryside should be safely maintained for all to enjoy, both human and wildlife.

With thanks

Received 08 June, signhed by one resident:

| 25l that tha Charney footpath rep ntative must ba whao regularly, le several Bmas a week, waks the two paths that we have in Chamay Tha beldispath s now 50 namow that & is impossble 1o 586 whees your feat ars going 50 thecatora rabbit holas, roots
and overgrown vegetation are a constant threat Whereas the racommended width for a bridlepath is 12 feet this is impractical here but a path wide enough for two people to walk together and chat 2asity would do wenders foe everyone's wellbeing. It i amazing that in
Oxfordshire countrysida we as a vilage have such a lack of comfortably walkable paths As it is at presant the bridlepath s a sarows threat to health and safety On my last walk yestarday | neary fell twice despite taking much care. Morses must find it impanetrable
Regards and hoping for action




Received 08 June, signed by one resident:

As a reqular user of both village paths, | am concerned that the brdie path may be allowed to become overgrown in the name of biodiversity These paths are nol & luxury, thay are an important pan of village life,
supporfing walking, exercise, fresh air, and the physical and mental wellbaing of thasa who rely on them They should remain safe, accessible and welcoming

In practical terms, the bndie path needs to be clear enough for everyday use, including for two pecple 1o wak side-by-side without brushing through nettles or dense growth. Thes matters all the more because, if these
paths become unworkable. there is nowhere else for people to walk safely the roads in and out of the willage have no pavements. For many residents, these routes are therefors essential, not optional.

This is, above all, @ practical issue. If the paths are alliowed to become toe overgrown, people will use them less, and the willage will lose something valuable These routes support everyday health, social connection
and enjoyment of the countryside, and that shoukd not be overicoked

Although Oxiordshire County Council has the formal responsability for maintenance, we are fortunate . also having a willing and capable local volunteer group in the Charmey Army With a bit of coordination, they could
hedp tactically to keep the path open and passable That fesis like 3 vary positive village response not sefting biodiversity against access, but working together to make sure the path remains both usabie and cared for
Brodiversity matters, and | would fully support efforts to encourage it in places where it can thrive without reducing access along a well.used route. There are other areas in the village whare that approach may be
better suited, such as the playing field, which is often over-mown and could perhaps be managed in a more wildife-friendly way without affecting an mportant path used by residents every day

| therefore hope the bridie path will be kept properly clear and comfortably usabie, with vegetation cut back enough to preserve a good walking width. With the highway authority meeting its responsibelity and the

Charneay Ammy offering prachcal support where helplul, we can keep this path open for the people who depand on i, while supporting biodiversity in places where it can flourish without closing the way 1o those who
walk it



Received 08 June, signed by one resident:

To whom #t may concam,
| am emaling you with regard 10 the overgrowth on the Stanford Bedle Path. meationad in June's Chameay Chater

1 strongly baiieve that the Bridle Path should be maintained to provide a dear p ge for use both by horse riders and by foot traffic

Thare are quite a few areas of tha path which have overgrown trea roots and holss of varying sizes which can be navigated safely whan the path & dear and cut back However, whan tha path becomes overgrown, hese ara almost Impossible % ses, theraby posing
signiicant dangars 10 horses and riders, and % padestrians alike Morses getting thel fest stuck In hales can cause catastrophic Infury. which | am sure eveeryons wishes to avold

1 wholeheariedly sgree that we should promote biodiversly and work to peotect the scosystem, but | dissgree that i needs to be an “eithes | of” scenario. Surely we can provide sancluary foe bees sic whilst also providing sale psssage for rasidents to walk / cyde / ride
too?

| tried to wak 10 the fittle bridge from the Fiald al the waekend. not raalizing bow bad It had b . and d d in nettle sSings and scratches - | evan had 10 pick my IRtle dog up In pans as he was too small 1o be able 1o gst through same of the raally thick
patches.
| am also pregnant, and the path now peses significant tip hazards to me (and L] thers/) so | dont feel comfartable taking this risk in my current condition and | certainly won't whan my baby gets here!

Luckiy we have the othar pash that takes us to Charbury Camp but, in my opinion, anly having this path makes ma want 1o drive 10 other wilks for a changs of scanery - sursly using my car unnacessarly & worse for the planst Man a litle bit of overgrowth
maintenance?

Thare ts ample room elthar side of the footpath to be able to laave plenty of growth untouched, whilst alse providing 3 claar path for horse riders and other usars. We have 1o share the planet. and this s what should ba promoted - not 3 stark “ons or the other”
Thank youo for taking the time 1o read nry amad | hope it will be of some use

Yours fakthfully

Received 09 June, signed by two residents:

As requested in Ihe June Chameay Chattar we would like our view 10 be taken into account on this subject. We walk this path relativaly regulary and befieve 2 is important 10 maintain a clear. reasonably wide path. sspacially If there & more than one parson and even
more important whilst walking a dog As the path is 8 bridle path it is even more necessary for anyone riding a borse 10 be able 1o sse the path clearly, in ordes to avoid animal holes af the edges of the path and encroaching vegetation

Whikst we und d and sympathise with the daske 10 maintain blodiversity whaerever possible, this should not be at the axp of tha requirement to maintain a safe and angoyable enviranment for people and animals to be able to make use of the bridlapath

We befieve the necessary destance work should ideally be cartied out by OCT but given the Fiesly respocss lime und Seir siratched resources. it would bs ler more practical for Chamey Army 1o undertake this work ss soon ss possibie, if they sre able and wiling 1o
do 50

Kind regards



Received 12 June, signed by one resident:

Good evening

The bridie path at the back of the playing fields is a well used path by many in the village for walking dogs, cycling and for simply going on a wak Currently & is 5o overgroan that there are sections that are almost impassable This does make it a safety issue for

young petiols ar these unsteady on foot

| know thece has been some ongoing discussion about bridia path and responsbiities of maintaning . Whilsl | realise that tis is the responsibilty of othees. | am happy for willing volunteecs to 1ake on the task ¥ that is the best / most expadient option

Kind rogards

In addition to these emails, several people stopped me on my walks with Todd (my dog) to ask about when the path might be cleared. |
did ask these people to email, but nothing was received.

Best wishes

Tracey



