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Once again it is my duty to report on the activities carried out over the past twelve
months. While it could be described as being somewhat repetitious | believe it is
important to highlight the actions / decisions taken over the period that have enabled us
to maintain our position as strong contributors, primarily to the village, but also to the
surrounding area’s needs.

Unitary authority discussions continue. The latest intention is for the new authority to
be up and running by April 2028. At the moment negotiations continue and we are being
linked with a 3 party authority named the Ridgeway Council, covering South Oxfordshire,
The Vale of the White Horse and West Berkshire Councils. How this affects our method
of operating longer term remains to be seen.

Financial

As is the usual practice, the report sets out the way the Parish Council has conducted its
business on your behalf over the past 12 months.

Council expenditure comes from a precept on the Vale of White Horse District Council
and derives its income from Council Tax.

Proposed Precept for 2026-27: Last year’s precept was £10,500 and was set to cover
expenditure on projects including Phase 2 allotment costs and installation of additional
white entrance gates on Buckland Road. No major new projects are currently planned
for 2026-27, so a precept of £8,500 would more than meet our policy of holding general
reserves equivalent to 12 months of non-discretionary ongoing expenditure.

| am pleased to say that, through the excellent work of The Clerk and Nick Adamson, our
Financial Officer, controlling both receipts and expenditure, and good housekeeping in
general, our accounts have continued to be well managed. We are also indebted to Brian
Trotman, our Internal Auditor, who has maintained a watching brief over our activities
for the past year, and we are pleased he has agreed to continue in his role for a further
12 months.

| am also delighted to say that Nick Adamson is willing to continue in the role of Financial
Officer for the coming year.



Emerging Local Plan and Planning 2041

Further enquiries persist with particular reference to housing needs, resulting in yet
more delays in implementation. Any relevant data arising will be passed on to respective
parishes.

Planning applications for the development of existing properties have continued
throughout the year, and the aim is always for these to be in keeping with the character
of the village.

Kay, in her role of Planning Coordinator for the PC, has been particularly active in
keeping her eye on all developments, including those outside the village which seem to
be ongoing - Lyford Business Park, Blenheim Field, Long Meadow Barn to name but 3.
She has managed these admirably, calling in the necessary assistance from Trevor, when
necessary.

We thank her for her significant contribution to all matters involving local development
projects.

The Playing field and surrounding area.

2026 will be the first full year of lease approval (from OCC) for the allotment area (north
of the playing field) and we have an almost full complement of plot holders, who
maintain their individual sites as per the required standard.

Thanks must go to Mike Gooding for his continuous lead position as head of CLAP
(Charney and Lyford Allotment Partnership) and for all the work he and his team have
put in to build the foundations for existing use and future developments on site.

The investigations for financial support for additional items such as a shed and
improvements to the current water supply are still outstanding, but we continue to
search for any opportunities that may arise where the site can benefit.

A separate ‘thank you’ to Paul McDonnell who has been so generous in allowing us to
tap into his water supply since the site was developed, and to lan McGregor for helping
maintain supply during difficult conditions.

The Charney Army

A reinvigorated Charles Eld has agreed to continue in his role as “Head of the Army’ for
this year’s activities.

Thank you to all those volunteers who make such a difference in continuing to maintain



the high standards. Volunteers are always welcome!
Road Safety Group

Rosemary McLintock has given notice of her intention to stand down as The Speedwatch
team organiser, for which we thank her, so a new opportunity arises for a volunteer to
take over the reins. Failing that, we may have to call it day for this particular group after
a considerable time of operating.

MVAS. (Motorised vehicle activated signs) Along with the 20mph restrictions, we believe
the signs help to focus drivers’ attention in maintaining correct speeds throughout our
village. We believe we have the makings of a new support team to help Steve Champion,
but if there are any further able bodied people willing to assist, please get in touch!

Village Support

It is always impossible to mention all the people who help to make the village such a
nice place to live. Our village welcomes new faces, our community spirit continues
unabated and thanks must go to all those who have volunteered their help and support
in times of need.

This time last year we were concerned for the future of Charney Chatter, our monthly
magazine highlighting village events and local activities. As joint editors, Tracey Burge
and Helen Franklin have surpassed themselves in picking up the mantle, and it is
comforting to know that our quality magazine is in such good hands and goes from
strength to strength. Hugh Taylor must also be complimented for his support and
applying his considerable IT skills. Our grateful thanks to you all.

There are many other key groups and individuals that work tirelessly to maintain the
village’s high standards. A repeated special mention must go to Brian Trotman who
singlehandedly takes it upon himself to keep the Jubilee Orchard in wonderful
condition. Thank you, Brian.

Amanda Graham continues to edit The Village website ; the History Group is headed up
by lan Graham and Steve Champion continues with the upkeep of the Mill.

Our thanks to them all for their contributions.
The Chequers Pub

The closure of ‘The Chequers’ since November 2025 has been a significant loss to the
village and surrounding neighbourhoods. However, | am pleased to report that we now
have continuous dialogue with the new owners (Pusey Estates), who are about to
refurbish the property through improved catering facilities and increased room capacity
- all this, with the determination of retaining the original concept of a village pub.



Anticipated re-opening is scheduled for summer 2027, subject to approval of planning
applications (submitted) and a successful outcome to the ecological survey on bats,
which takes place between the months of May and September this year.

Conclusion

| said last year that when it comes to heading up the Parish Council, it is only as good as
its elected Councillors, and | am very fortunate to have a strong unified team. Mary
Castle has stepped into the role of Vice Chair, and Tracey Burge and Mark Redmond have
come on board as Councillors.

Thank you to you all for your continued contribution and support.

And not forgetting probably the most important member of our ‘team’ - the Clerk!
Trevor Brown is a very special member, who carries out an inordinate amount of work
keeping the ship afloat! | know | speak on everyone’s behalf when | say ‘thank you’ for
everything that he has done over the past 12 months.

| am very privileged to head up the Charney Bassett Parish Council. Thank you to all
involved, both past and present, for the support and hard work you give on behalf of the
residents of Charney Bassett.

David Roberts
Charney Bassett Parish Council Chairman.
May 13th 2026



