Village Assembly 13 May 2026
Charney History and Archaeology Group
Some bullet points:
1. We didn’t hold a meeting in the 12 months (the last meeting was 26 Feb 25).

2. We planned an archaeological dig with three garden sites agreed, 1-2 test pits each over the
weekend of 21st —22nd June 2025. However, the weather was too hot and we postponed
the dig until 6th-7th Sept 2025. Four test pits were dug, a finds cleaning session took place,
Sunday Nov 16™, and the finds are now with our archaeologist for evaluation and report
writing.

3. With the approval of Charney Manor Trustees we successfully applied to Oxfordshire
Architectural and History Society, OAHS, for a grant to carry out dendrochronology in the
south wing (grange) of Charney Manor. The work was carried out by Dan Miles of the Oxford
Dendrochronology Laboratory with local support on Thursday the 18" December, and the
report is due imminently.

4. Atalk about Charney and its history was given to the Mother’s Union, 9 July 2025, at
Charney Manor.

5. The Group provided a response to The Chequers’ planning application.

6. Updates on the History Web site and monthly contributions to Charney Chatter have
continued throughout the year.
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Notes on Dendrochronology Project

Grant £1200, payable on completion and receipt of the report. They have asked that we provide
them with a short, about 500 word, summary for their website as well as a copy of the full report
which we will do.

Key aims:

1. To determine the date of construction;
2. Whether the rooms were coeval or if not what is the phasing;
3. Whether the tie beams and crown posts were coeval or inserted later to stabilise the roof.



