Report from Clir Lee Evans
Charney Bassett
May 2026

First of all, my apologies that | cannot be with you tonight as | am at the Annual Council
meeting of the Vale of White Horse District Council as the new District Councillor for the
Stanford Ward.

Please find below a list of some of the things | have been working on recently as the County
Councillor for the Kingston & Stanford Division, including Charney Bassett. If you have any
questions or queries, please just let me know.

Buckland Road White Gates

As | drove into Charney Bassett for the Mill Open Weekend, | was delighted to see the new
white gates installed on Buckland Road. My thanks to the Parish and County Councils for
their work to make this happen, meaning there is now a full set of white gates welcoming
people into the village. | am particularly pleased that these were installed at no cost to the
village.

Condition of Pavements
Several of the pavements in Charney Bassett are in poor condition. I'm pleased that, after |
took it up with the Council, the corner of Orchard Close was resurfaced last year. But there

are more pavements in Charney that need doing.

I’'m pleased to say the County Council has now agreed to make improvements to the
pavements in the areas indicated below. This work should begin this summer.
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Phone Signal in Charney Bassett

| have been raising my concerns with both the political and the non-political leadership of the
County Council about phone signal in rural areas, including Charney Bassett. For example,
at a recent Full Council meeting, | put down the following question:



As we approach the one year anniversary of this Council administration, | am worried
about the lack of progress made to improve phone signal in rural areas. Many of my
residents, in villages like Kingston Bagpuize with Southmoor, Charney Bassett and
Hinton Waldrist, suffer from poor phone signal. Yet the schemes announced so far by
the Council - like the ‘Mobile Digital Twin’ - seem to focus more on restating the
problem, not solving it. What concrete steps has the Cabinet member taken to
improve phone signal in rural parts of Oxfordshire? Thank you.

I’'m afraid the answer | got was unsatisfactory and | will continue to find ways to challenge
the County Council to bring together phone operators and others to improve phone signal in
our area.

Road Improvements around Charney Bassett

In recent weeks, we’ve seen some improvements to road surfaces around the division.
Fighting to secure these (and other) improvements to our roads has been my top priority as
a County Councillor. In particular, road improvements are underway (and should soon be
completed, where not already) on:

- The A417 between Stanford in the Vale and Goosey Lane

- Goosey Lane between the village and Northmead Lane

- Buckland Road between St George’s Road and Tadpole Bridge

- The A420 between Buckland and Hinton Waldrist

- The A415 between Kingston Bagpuize and Kingston Bagpuize Business Park

Many of these improvements were urgently required and | am glad to see them done. My
one frustration with these recent roadworks is that the Council advertised overlapping road
closures on key roads and diversion routes. For example, Tadpole Bridge and Radcot Bridge
were both said to be closed at the same time recently. In practice, this wasn't the case, but it
wasn't obvious to the public which road to use when. I've fed this back to the Council and will
be having further discussions about how the Council organises road closures (which are, to
be frank, necessary if we want to see roads improved) so they cause the least
inconvenience for people.

There are other roads and sections of road | am working on getting the Council to fix (most
recently added to the list is the Gainfield crossroads, which has deteriorated again) and | will
continue to do whatever | can to improve the condition of local roads.

Update on improvements to A420/Charney Road Junction

I’'ve continued to meet with Council officers about the planned safety improvements on the
A420 at the Charney Road and Pinewoods Road junction. These works have been slightly
delayed due to capacity issues at the County Council, but work should begin in the coming
months.

As a reminder: on the A420, the 50mph speed limit will continue beyond the central
reservation to the other side of the Pinewoods Road and Charney Road junctions. This
section of road will also remain single lane until after the junctions, where it will become two
lanes at the National Speed Limit (as it is now).

Speed limits will also change on surrounding roads. Charney Road, from its junction with
Spring Hill southwards for a distance of 70 metres, will reduce to 40mph. The section of
Faringdon Road on the other side of the roundabout from Spring Hill (sometimes called
'Lamb & Flag Road') will reduce to 40mph for its entire length. Spring Hill, from the current
30mph limit to the roundabout (around 585 metres), will reduce to 40mph. The unnamed



A420 link road from Spring Hill will reduce to 40mph for its entire length. And Pinewoods
Road, from the junction with the A420 to where it becomes 20mph, will reduce to 40mph.

These changes will not solve every problem on the A420, but | think they have a good
chance of improving safety at these junctions. One thing | want to emphasise is that | do not
consider these changes, even when implemented, to be ‘job done.’ | will keenly welcome
people’s feedback on the changes - which I'll share with the County Council - and will
continue to have discussions about how this junction can practically be made as safe as
possible.

Opposing the new rules for the tips

Ever since they were announced, | have had severe concerns about the County Council’s
new rules for the tip. As a reminder, these rules say we need to book a 15 minute slot, fill in
a five page booking form, and take proof of address with us when we want to go to the tip.
And so earlier this year, | brought a motion to Full Council to scrap the rules and go back to
the old tried and tested - and popular - system.

When | put the case for scrapping the rules, | am pleased to say | won cross party support
for the motion, including from Conservative, Independent and Labour Councillors. However,
because the Liberal Democrats have a majority on the Council, they could - and did - vote
me down. Therefore we will continue to have these rules for using the tip - for now.

In my view, this is a major set-back for common sense Council services in our area. But the
fight will go on and I'll now work with colleagues on the Council to try and make the rules for
using the tip easier. My key requests of the administration will be to simplify the booking
form, increase flexibility for residents, and to think again if these rules lead to more fly-tipping
in rural areas. And if | ever get the chance, I'll try all over again to go back to the old system
of visiting the tip as and when we need it.

Keeping in touch
As and when | can, I'll continue to come along to support events going on in the village. If
you are putting on an event, please do feel free to invite me (if you like!). And if you see me

around the village, I'd be delighted to have a chat.

More broadly, if you want to find out more about my work as your County Councillor, please
visit my website at www.LeeEvans.uk.

And if there is anything | can do to help please get in touch on
lee.evans@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 07724 601 096 or via Facebook.com/LeeEvansOxfordshire.

All best wishes,
Lee
Clir Lee Evans

Conservative County Councillor for the Kingston & Stanford Division and
District Councillor for the Stanford Ward (Vale of White Horse)
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